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CONFIDENTIAL OSLO 0671 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: BEXP MASS NATO NO SW 
SUB J : AIRCRAFT REPLACEMENT ISSUE 

REF: OSLO 337 

1. DEFENSE MINISTER FOSTERVOLL INFORMED ME TODAY THAT 
HE DOES NOT BELIEVE A DECISION WILL BE TAKEN BY THE 
FOUR MINISTERS AT THE FEBRUARY 17 MEETING IN BRUSSELS. 

THE MINISTER ADDED THAT THE STEERING COMMITTEE REPORT 
WAS UNANIMOUS IN ITS ENDORSEMENT OF THE F-16 WHICH 
EXCELLED IN ALMOST EVERY CATEGORY. 

2. SPEAKING TO THE NORWEGIAN SITUATION, FOSTERVOLL 
CAUTIONED THAT NORWAY WOULD NOT BE PREPARED TO MAKE A 
DECISION IN ANY EVENT BY FEBRUARY 17 SINCE THE REQUIRED 
GOVERNMENTAL PROCEDURES AUTHORIZING SUCH A COMMITMENT 
HAVE NOT YET BEEN UNDERTAKEN. FULL SUPPORT FOR THE F-16 

IN NORWAY AMONG THOSE IMMEDIATELY CONCERNED WITH THE 
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PROBLEM REMAINS UNDIMINISHED, THE MINISTER ADDED. 
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3. IN AN INTERESTING ASIDE ON THE AIRCRAFT ISSUE WHICH 
OCCURRED DURING FOSTER VOLL'S RECENT VISIT TO SWEDEN, 

THE NORWEGIAN DEFENSE MINISTER QUOTED PRIME MINISTER 
PALME AS STATING THAT IF BELGIUM AND THE NETHERLANDS 
DECIDE TO RF, EVALUATE THE MIRAGE AND THE F-16, HE 
WOULD INSIST THAT THE VIGGEN ALSO BE INCLUDED. ALTHOUGH 
PALME ACKNOWLEDGED THE OVERALL SUPERIORITY OF THE F-16 
AS A RESULT OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE REPORT, THE REPORT ALSO 
CONFIRMS THAT THE VIGGEN OUTPERFORMED THE MIRAGE IN CERTAIN 
CATEGORIES AND PALME IS DETERMINED TO PRESS THIS POINT 
HOME IF A REF, VALUATION SHOULD DEVELOP. 

BYRNE 
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